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15th Executive Committee Meeting of the 

IEA Technology Collaboration Programmes for 

Co-Operation on Tokamak Programmes (TCP-CTP) 

 

ITER Council Room, ITER-IO Headquarters, Cadarache, France 

Friday 6th December 2024, 16:00 CET → 18:00 CET 

 

Participants: Shunsuke Ide (JA-Chair), Suguru Masuzaki (JA), Takahiro Suzuki (JA), Aiba 

Nobuyuki (JA), Alberto Loarte (IO), Yutaka Kamada (IO), Darius Ancius (EU), Duarte Borba 

(EU- Secretary), Ge Zhuang (CN), Lili Liu (CN), Min Wang (CN), Min Xu (CN), Xu Guosheng 

(CN),  Jonggu Kwak (KO), Yong Un Nam (KO), Siwoo Woo (KO), Woongchae Kim (KO), 

Matthew Lanctot (US), Raffi Nazikian (US), Rajesh Maingi (US), Richard Buttery (US), Charles 

Greenfield (US),  Fulvio Militello (UK), Xavier Litaudon (CICLOP-Chair), David Maisonnier 

(FPCC-Chair) 

 

Minutes 

 

The Chair, Shunsuke Ide (JA), welcomed the participants to the 15th TCP-CTP Executive 

Committee Meeting.  

 

1. Approval of agenda and minutes of the last meeting 

 

The Chair started the meeting by stating that the latest version of the agenda was distributed on 

11th November 2024. It was remarked that there were some changes in the reporting on point 4 

and 5 with respect to the version distributed, namely regarding the reports from JA and US, these 

will be presented by Takahiro Suzuki (JA) and Matthew Lanctot (US) respectively. 

 

Decision: The IEA TCP-CTP Executive Committee unanimously approved the agenda for the 15th 

Meeting of the TCP-CTP Executive Committee "Agenda Point 1 - Agenda for the 15th Meeting of 

the CTP TCP Exco Version 2".  

 

Regarding the minutes from the previous meeting, circulated earlier in the year on 22nd January 

2024, there were no further comments or suggestions to the document distributed.   

 



15th Meeting of the TCP-CTP Exco Draft Minutes 17 January 2025 Version 2.docx 

2 
 

Decision: The IEA TCP-CTP Executive Committee unanimously approved the Minutes of the 14th 

Meeting of the TCP-CTP Executive Committee " Agenda Point 1 - 14th Meeting of the TCP-CTP 

Exco Minutes Version 22nd January 2024 Version 2 ".  

 

2. Report from the CTP TCP Chair 

 

The Chair reported on the Fusion Power Coordinating Committee (FPCC) meeting, that took 

place in Greifswald on 24-25 January 2024 where an extensive discussion took place on the 

collaboration between fusion TCPs and the private sector. The Chair added that following the 

discussions at the previous meeting, the proposal for the establishment of the CICLOP Joint Task 

between the Co-operation on Tokamak Programmes (CTP) and Stellarators and Heliotrons (SH) 

Technology Collaboration Programmes (TCPs) has been approved.   

  

3. Involvement of private companies in International Tokamak Physics Activities (ITPA) 

(Decision) 

 

The involvement of private companies in the International Tokamak Physics Activities (ITPA) 

was discussed. Alberto Loarte (IO) and Duarte Borba (EU-secretary) summarised the proposals 

and the outcome of the discussions that took place during the ITPA coordinating committee 

(ITPA-CC) meeting. It was agreed at the ITPA-CC meeting that it was preferable to refer to 

“private companies” as “privately funded entities” to make a distinction from private companies 

that receive public funding to carry out fusion research, such as General Atomics in the US. It 

was clarified that the proposal for four privately funded entities from China to join the activities 

in 2025 will not be presented for discussion at this meeting and will be discuss later. Therefore, 

only the participation of one privately funded entity from the US, Commonwealth Fusion Systems 

(CFS) was proposed to join the ITPA in 2025 by the ITPA-CC.  

 

Discussion on the use of the Sponsor or Limited Sponsor framework 

David Maisonnier (FPCC-Chair) argued that the use of the Sponsor framework is more in the 

spirit of the proposed participation of privately funded entities as these intend to participate in 

most of the activities of the CTP TCP i.e. participating in all ITPA topical group activities.  

Rajesh Maingi (US) argued that the Limited Sponsor framework is nevertheless possible and 

compatible with participating in all ITPA topical groups as described in the IEA CTP TCP 

Implementing Agreement updated on 8 December 2022. Rajesh Maingi (US) use the example 

also of the IEA ST Implementing Agreement to support this view.  
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Darius Ancius (EU) stated that the European Commission prefers the Limited Sponsor framework 

as the terms and conditions are more aligned with the requirements and objectives of the 

participation of private funded entities and that this is the practice used in other TCPs.  

 

Min WANG (CN) and Shunsuke Ide (JA) proposed to approve the documents related to point 3 

by written procedure as to allow the members to consult with their government representatives if 

needed.  

 

Decision: The IEA TCP CTP Executive Committee unanimously agreed that the proposal and 

process for the use of the IEA CTP TCP Sponsor and Limited Sponsor scheme as a legal 

framework for the participation of privately funded companies in the ITPA activities should be 

approved through a written procedure to be launched as soon as possible1.  

 

Decision: The IEA TCP CTP Executive Committee unanimously agreed that the proposal to invite 

the Commonwealth fusion systems (US) to join the ITPA in 2025 as an IEA CTP TCP Limited 

Sponsor should be approved through a written procedure to be launched following the approval 

by the ITPA Coordinating Committee.  

 

4. Reports on the completed workshops and personnel assignments for 2024 

 

The report on outgoing assignments from the EU, JA, US, KO and ITER-IO were presented by 

Richard Kamendje “Agenda Point 4 & 5 (EU) - Assignments-2024-2025_IEA_TCP-CTP-

Kamendje.pptx”, Ge Zhuang “Agenda Point 4 & 5 (CN) - Summary of plasma research 

collaboration in 2024-CN-V2.xlsx”, Shunsuke Ide “Agenda Point 4 & 5 (JA) - 

Personnel_Exchange_JA2024_241125b_marked.xlsx”, Matthew Lanctot “Agenda point 4 and 5 

(US) - CTP US Exchanges 2024 2025.xlsx”, Woongchae Kim “Agenda Point 4 & 5 (KO) - 

Personnel Exchange_KR2024.xlsx” and Alberto Loarte “Agenda Point 4 & 5 (IO) - 2024 

Assignments_IEA.xlsx”.  

 

Decision: The IEA TCP CTP Executive Committee adopted the Personnel Assignment reports for 

Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024. 

 

 

 

 
1 The written procedure for the approval of the proposal and process for the use of the IEA CTP TCP 
Sponsor or Limited Sponsor scheme as a legal framework for the participation of privately funded 
companies in the ITPA activities was launched on 17th December 2024 “Written Procedure - Involvement 
of private companies in ITPA activities Version 2 - 17-DEC-2024” 
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5. Proposals for workshop, personnel assignments, and remote participation 2025 

 

The EU, CN, JA, US, KO and ITER-IO proposals for workshops, personnel assignments, and 

remote participation 2024 was presented by Richard Kamendje “Agenda Point 4 & 5 (EU) - 

Assignments-2024-2025_IEA_TCP-CTP-Kamendje.pptx”, Ge Zhuang “Agenda Point 4 & 5 

(CN) - Summary of plasma research collaboration in 2024-CN-V2.xlsx”, Takahiro Suzuki 

“Agenda Point 4 & 5 (JA) - Personnel_Exchange_JA2025_v3.xlsx”, Matthew Lanctot “Agenda 

point 4 and 5 (US) - CTP US Exchanges 2024 2025.xlsx”, Woongchae Kim “Agenda Point 4 & 

5 (KO) - Personnel Exchange_KR2024” and “Agenda point 4 and 5 (US) - CTP US Exchanges 

2024 2025.xlsx”, and Alberto Loarte “Agenda Point 4 & 5 (IO) - 2025 Assignments_IEA.xlsx”.  

 

In the discussion it was pointed out that some assignments done under bilateral agreements are 

reported at this meeting for information and that UK will prepare a table for distribution after the 

meeting. 

 

Decision: The IEA TCP-CTP Executive Committee endorsed the proposals for personnel 

assignments, and remote participation in 2025. 

 

6. Report from the IEA Secretariat (All) 

 

IEA representatives were not able to attend the meeting in this occasion, therefore, the input from 

the IEA was conveyed where possible and appropriate during the discussion on the specific points.  

 

7. Discussion of annual report (TBD, All) 

 

The IEA requested the TCPs and CICLOP to forward their written annual briefings by 15 January 

2025. The IEA CTP TCP Secretary will prepare the CTP TCP report.  

 

8. Further discussions on any outstanding issues (All) 

 

Matthew Lanctot (US) raised the question on the need for the personnel assignments and reports 

to be presented in detail at this meeting. Duarte Borba (EU-Secretary) argued that this is important 

for transparency and traceability, in particular, in the view of the future participation of private 

funded entities. 

 

Matthew Lanctot (US) raised also the idea to provide a more uniform format for the personnel 

assignments and reports. Duarte Borba (EU-Secretary) added that templates for the reports were 
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provided in the past but there is a natural tendency for some divergence in the format of the reports 

presented. Duarte Borba (EU-Secretary) agreed that one should aim at a more uniform report and 

that a proposal can be made for a template to be used in the future.   

 

Date and venue of the next meeting 

 

The 16th Executive Committee Meeting of the IEA Technology Collaboration Programmes for 

Co-Operation on Tokamak Programmes is provisionally scheduled for Friday 5th December 2025 

from 16:00 – 18:00 CET at ITER Council Room, ITER-IO Headquarters, Cadarache, France. 


